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ers 22 had formerly belonged to our army, and had gone

over to the enemy and taken up arms against us. These pris-

oners were sent to Kinston, given a fair trial by court-mar-

tial, convicted of high treason, and duly executed by our

brigade.*

After this we went to Washington, N. C. The enemy soon

fled destroying a vast amount of stores. At this place we re-

mained several days in perfect quietude. We then moved
back to iSTew Bern, where General Hoke expected to add an-

other gem to the diadem of his military fame, but alas!

General Lee could no longer do without him and we were

hurried to Virginia.

BUTLER^S ADVAIS^CE ON PETERSBTJEG.

Arriving at Weldon, IST. C, it was ascertained that the

enemy had torn up the railroad and burnt two of our bridges,

and we were compelled to march fourteen miles and take the

cars again. On 9 May at 6 o'clock p. m., we arrived at

Petersburg just in time to save the city. Butler at that time

was in possession of the outer works of the city, and had de-

manded its surrender on the following morning. As soon as

we could get in position he was attacked in the most vigorous

manner, and soon fled in wild confusion to Drewry's Bluff,

and we in hot pursuit until stopped by the heavy shelling

from his gunboats. We then crossed the James and took

position at Chaffin's fann, and after some shar]3 picket fight-

ing we were withdrawn and sent to Richmond by steamers.

Arriving there, we were sent four miles east of the city, and

went into camp for the first time in several days. The next

day we again crossed the James river to check a column of

cavalry that was supposed to be moving on the coal field

railroad. The enemy made but a feeble demonstration, and

after some brisk picket fighting they withdrew.

13 July, 1864, we were ordered back to Drewry's Bluff to

* After the war Secretary Stanton had in contemplation calling Gen.
Hoke to account but the latter took the initiative by going to Washing-
ton and calling on Gen. Grant who promptly stopped the proceedings.

—Ed.


